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Advent Waiting 

I think the process of delving into the depths of our 
self to discover the presence of the Spirit in our lives 
involves certain skills. In particular, it involves pa-
tience and a willingness to pay attention because if 
we are in too much of a hurry or too restless we will 
not get to the depths of our self and so we will have a 
difficult time finding the presence of the Spirit or the 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƘȅ 
the season of Adventτthe first season of the calen-
darτfocuses on waiting. We begin by waiting be-
cause waiting gives us an opportunity to pay atten-
tionτto be alert, and to learn patience. At least, it 
can do that if we approach our waiting in the right 
way.  
 
Advent offers us the best model for waitingτMary 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ aŀǊȅ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ά[Ŝǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ǘƻ 
ƳŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘΦέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
have anything more to worry about. She can wait 
peacefully and patiently. Then, lo and behold, when 
the right time finally arrives she receives the perfect 
gift, one that she shares with the whole world. I won-
der what God might have in mind for you to which, 
ƭƛƪŜ aŀǊȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ άDƻŘΣ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀŎπ
ŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘΦέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛπ
pation of receiving what it might be and receive it 
with deep gratitude and share it.  
 
So may we start this season of Advent and anticipate 
ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƭƻǿ 
down and wait with patience and alertness, and ward 
off any distractions that come along the way but to 
steadfastly walk the path until we reach the fullness 
of the time to celebrate Christmas. 
 
Advent blessings, 

Harriet 

We have come full circle once 
again in the church year. The 
circle is a universal symbol for 
unity and wholeness. Our jour-
ney to wholeness is a creative 
process that involves delving 
into our inner life. As we move 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 
and through its various seasons, 

we are given the opportunity to accompany Christ 
through his birth, life, death and resurrection. It is 
really a wonderful opportunity, if we take advan-
tage of it, to come to know ourselves in our 
wholeness by coming to know ourselves as 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇŜƻπ
ple who bring Christ to life in our lives. Or maybe 
it is better to say we are people who are brought 
ǘƻ ǘǊǳŜ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ   
 
It is interesting when we think of the process of 
the Church calendar. While it moves in a circle, it 
also moves in a linear way through the various 
seasons and times. Each season has a particular 
focus and if we take that focus seriously, by at-
tempting to live it out in our lives, we can find 
that we are moving in two directions at once. We 
are moving in a linear way as one day passes into 
another but we are also moving vertically as we 
delve into the depths of who we are.  

Our Mission Statement 
 

Drawn together by faith and nourished  

by the bread of life, 
we welcome Christ into our daily lives  

and distant dreams. 

We rejoice in our calling to build a world  

renewed and sustained by bold actions  

of  reconciliation and peace. 
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Parish Staff  
 

Rev. Harriet Kollin, Rector  

Michelle Stawicki, Administrator  

Linda Dellmuth,  

    Parish Custodian  

 
 

 

 

 

Vestry  
 

 

Rectorõs Warden John Bigelow  

Acct. Warden   Linda Froelich  

Vestry Members   Joy Burnett, 

Dave Dixon, Dan Gribbon, Diane 

Kern, Susan LaRosa, Jessica 

Polistina, Micki Wisdom  

 

Deanery Reps  
 

 

Dave Dixon  

Dayna Gribbon  

 

Ministry chairs  
 

 

Sunday School : Diane Kern  

Adult Ed. : Andrena Wishnie  

Communications :  

Bldg. & Grounds:  Rick Froelich  

Fellowship: Marcie Venella  

Fundraising : Linda Dellmuth  

Outreach : Priya Eddy  

Pastoral Care : Claire Heinbach  

Worship:  Dave Dixon  

Ushers:  Dan Gribbon  

Altar Guild : Susan LaRosa/

Christine Hughes  

Flowers :  

Susan LaRosa/Linda Dellmuth  

Refreshments:  Micki Wisdom  

Merrie Mailers : Norma Brice, 

Nancy Thompson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

 

Wednesday  
9:00 am  

Morning Prayer  
 

Sunday  
10:00 am  

Holy Eucharist Rite II  
 
 

www.incarnationepiscopal.org  

REMEMBERING THOSE  

WHO HAVE DIED IN  

THE MONTH OF  

December  

Let light perpetual 

shine upon them,  

O Lord.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

 to our DECEMBER  

Birthdays  

 

 

              

 

 

 

Ray Gould 
Virginia Grace Oehmig 

Minerva D. Neeld 
Harry R. Oehmig 

Rev. George Stierwald 
Esther Dellmuth 
Donald Darling 

Joseph Pakyanadhan 
Jacqueline Swanson 

Henry Arthur Littlewood 

AVERAGE SUNDAY  
ATTENDANCE 

 

          November  45        
  
 
  

Emily Goode 

Shirley A. Henderson 

Laura Dundas 

Joe Gantz 

Heather McClure 

Jessica Strupczewski 

Mary Litus 

Nikolas Sharma 

Mike DeAngelis 

JOIN US IN DECEMBER FOR 

 
COOKIE SALE & CRAFT SHOW 

Saturday, December 8th 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 

        WOMEN CONNECTING 

         Saturday, December 15th 

                9 a.m.-12 noon 

 

CHILDRENõS CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Sunday, December 23rd 

(Last Sunday of Advent)  

10 a.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

4:30 p.m.ñChristmas EveñFamily Service 

9:00 p.m.ñChristmas EveñCandlelight Eucharist 

10:00 a.m.ñChristmas DayñHoly Eucharist 
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2019 ALTAR 
FLOWER &  

SANCTUARY  
CANDLE  

SIGN-UP SHEETS 
 

The sign -up sheets for the Altar Flowers 
and Sanctuary candle for next year are 
now available in the Parish Hall.  Please 
take a look and see which dates you 
would like to commemorate a loved one 
or celebrate a life event.  
 
Cost for Altar Flowers is $40 and Sanctu-
ary Candle is $15.  

MEMORIAL BRICK PAVERS 

 
Celebrate your family and connection to In-

carnation with a Brick Paver!  

 

Our Labyrinth has just been refurbished and 

we would like to offer another opportunity for 

you to purchase a brick paver.  

 
§ Become a permanent part of our future  
§ Create your own memorial message  
§ One size only and no choice of font  
§ Special events, blessings, people, meaningful 

dates.  
 

Order and pay for your paver by using the order 

form in the Parish Hall.  Make checks payable to 

Church of the Incarnation.  Brick information is be-

low.  For questions, please contact either Les 

Venella at 215 -321-9034 or call the church office.  

 

12 x 12 inches ñTraditional Brick Paver  

$175 each  

17 characters/line ñ3 line limit  

WALKING THE LABYRINTH  
WORKSHOP  

 
Nine gathered on Satur-
day, November 17 for a 
workshop discussion and 
participation about walk-
ing a labyrinth.  The dif-
ference between a laby-
rinth and a maze is that a 

labyrinth is unicursal, meaning there is one path 
into and out of the center.  A maze has many 
openings and one can easily lose their way.  
Walking a labyrinth allows you to focus attention 
and meditate as you walk from the outside to the 
center and back from the inside out.  There is no 
right or wrong way to walk the labyrinth.  Incar-
nationôs labyrinth was installed after the death of 
our former rector, Rev. William Dornemann.  A 
plaque in the center of the labyrinth shows that 
the labyrinth was built in memory of Rev. Dorne-
mann. 
 
Susan LaRosa 

NEW ALTAR  
VESSELS 

 
An anonymous donor con-
tributed the funds to pur-
chase a new set of pottery 
vessels.  Just like at home 
things get broken and that 

is what happened to our blue and green pottery 
vessels.  Two chalices, a paten plate, ciborium 
(bread box) and lavabo bowl make up the new set 
made by Wortman Pottery in Duson, LA.  Pottery 
vessels are used during Advent, Lent and during 
the summer months.  On Sunday, December 2, 
2018 Rev. Harriet consecrated the new set.  They 
are even Luca approved! 
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OUTREACH AT INCARNATION  

ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
 

This year we will be adopt-
ing two families from the 
Salvation Army Adopt-a-
Family program. 
 
Lists are out in the Parish 
Hall with only a few things 

left to purchase.  Gifts should be unwrapped 
and returned to church no later than: 

 
Sunday, December 9th. 

BIKEõS FOR KIDS 

Episcopal Community Services  

 
There is a container in the Parish Hall for 

monetary donations to help Episcopal 

Community Services purchase bikes and 

helmets for needy children in the Phila-

delphia area this Christmas.  

 

We are about halfway 

there!  We need to collect 

$125 to send to the 

agency to cover one bike 

and helmet.  

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS AT INCARNATION 

GREENING OF THE CHURCH 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 23rd 
Following 10:00 a.m. service 

We need your help! 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER  

 MEMORIALS &  

THANK OFFERINGS  
 

Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

By: 

 

______________________________ 

 

In Loving Memory of: 

 

________________________________ 

 

In Thanksgiving for: 

 

________________________________ 

 

Donation: $__________ 

 

You may place this form, along with your donation, in the 

collection plate on Sunday or drop it by the church office.  

All slips should be received no later than  

Sunday, December 16th . 

ANNUAL CHILDRENõS 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

 

Our Childrenõs Christmas Pageant will be held this 
year on Sunday, December 23rd!  Please mark 
your calendars and join us for this blessed event. 
 
If you know a child that would like to participate 
in the Pageant, please contact Diane Kern at 
DianeK0401@gmail.com.   
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FELLOWSHIP/FUNDRAISING UPDATE  

COOKIE SALE & CRAFT SHOW 
 

Saturday, December 8 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 

The more cookies, the better our 
dfcZ]hė gcė ]Zė mciė \UjYbÞhė ghUfhYXė
yet, please help us by baking a 
few dozen cookies.  If you need 
to use the church freezers there 

will be space available.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

White Elephant Exchange 
 

Ladies Breakfast/White Elephant exchange 
will be held on Saturday, January 12th at 
9:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall.  Simply bring a 
covered dish to share and a gift that you can 
no longer use or was something you re-
ceived this Christmas that was just ònot for 
you.ó 
 
This is always a fun time and all the ladies in 
the parish are welcome. 
 
There will be a sign up 
sheet in the parish hall 
after the Christmas rush. 

WOMEN CONNECTING:  

a time to nurture our soul 
 

In conjunction with  

The Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross  
 

Theme:  òBe it done unto me.ó 
 

December 15, 2018  

9:30 a.m. -1 p.m.  

Church of the Incarnation  

 

The intent of this mini - retreat is to provide a safe and hospitable place in which 

to nurture one another on our journey towards a fuller and more authentic par-

ticipation in the life of Christ in the world.  In this place we share our stories and 

offer each other our listening hearts and deepen our relationship with one an-

other, with ourselves, and with God.  Come with an open mind and an open 

heart.  Come with your hopes, your doubts and your fears.  
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DIOCESAN CONVENTION 2018  
 

On November 10, 2018 Rev. Harriet, Kollin, Claire Heinbach, Dave 
Dixon and Susan LaRosa represented the parish at the 235th Di-
ocesan Convention held at the Episcopal Cathedral in Philadel-
phia.  Listed below are some highlights:  
 
§ This was the first -time electronic voting was utilized.  Dave 
Dixon was elected to the Disciplinary Board.  

§ Key resolutions were passed:  Each deputy will have one vote in 2019.  The Diocese will be-
come Incorporated.  This is a change in governance and it will be easier to manage financial 
assets and real property.  The 2019 budget was also passed.  

§ This was the first year a service project was part of the program.  Blessing Bags were as-
sembled using parish donations of hygiene products, snack food, hats, socks, etc.  The bags 
will be given to parishes to distribute to the homeless.  

§ Bishop Gutierrez outlined ten ideas for the next few years:  
 1.  The need for a centralized place for gathering information in community.  
 2.  Plant a school in an underserved neighborhood in our Diocese using the model of the 
St. James School and partnering with Episcopal Academy and Church Farm School and our uni-
versities.  
 3.  Through partnerships, create a network of 10 wellness centers in our churches.  
 4.  Partner with three agencies and interfaith organizations to effectively address pov-
erty, hunger, violence.  
 5.  Reestablish effective ministry to the shut -ins, the matriarch and patriarchs who have 
laid the foundation.  
 6.  Plant three Canterbury Houses with one on the Main Line.  
 7.  Establish a chaplaincy program for prison ministry and a renewed dedication toward 
racial healing.  
 8.  Establishment of a time line for those churches that are closed.  
 9.  Using the model of small house churches, and empowering the laity for leadership, 
plant 5 churches in 6 years.  
 10. Ordain 60 deacons in six years.  If we are going to grow, we need to equip our 
churches for the growth and our sacred presence in the community.  
 
§ A newly designed diocesan seal was revealed.  This new seal will be used in marketing and 

communications.  
§ Dean Judith Sullivan recognized the loss of John Bailey, Incarnationõs former organist, in her 

remarks.  
§ Rev. Michael Ruk spoke about how cohesive and collaborative the Bucks Deanery Clericus 

is.  Bucks Deanery Clericus has 17 churches and is the largest in the 
diocese.  

 
Interspersed throughout the day we saw inspiring videos of outreach work 
and different choirs sang.  It is inspiring to hear about the good works of 
dedicated people in our Diocese.  
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MONEY MATTERS   

Financial report from  

Linda Froelich, Accounting Warden  
 

 

The summary of our finances through November 2018  is 

outlined below:  
 

§ Pledge payments are at 98% of budget YTD.  

Please complete your pledge payments for 2018 so 

we can meet our budget, if at all possible.  Pledges 

represent a key portion of the money we need to 

meet our operating expenses.  

§ Our investment dividends are doing well and are at 

101% of budget YTD.  

§ Fundraising events have been profitable and have 

exceeded estimated budget expectations.  

§ Please buy scripts!  The church nets $5 for every 

$100 script purchase.  Currently we are only at 

89% of the script budget YTD.  The holidays are 

here which is a great opportunity to use scripts to 

buy food for family and friend gatherings.  

November 9, 2018  

VESTRY MEETING TOPICS 
October & November 2018  

 

§ Organist search report presented.  Six applicants 
have applied. 

§ Newcomers welcome brunch scheduled for Sunday, 
November 11. 

§ Discuss quote for labyrinth upgrade and clean-up.  
Approve contract. 

§ Food Insecurity Program report presented.  Bins for 
collection are in place outside and inside the parish 
hall.  Sign advertising the program installed on Make-
field Road.  First monthly collection was delivered to 
the food pantry program at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Morrisville. 

§ Contracts are under review for parish staff and parish 
hall renters. 

§ October 6 vendor fair raised $1100. 
§ Designer Bag Bingo on November 9 raised $1800. 
§ Christmas service schedule finalized.  The Intergen-

erational pageant will be presented on Sunday, De-
cember 23. 

§ Dayna Gribbon appointed as Stewardship Chair.  

Commitment Sunday will be December 2. 
§ Vestry nominating committee formed�² Susan 

LaRosa, Diane Kern, Jessica Polistina and 
Dayna Gribbon.  Four vestry member terms end 
in January, 2019. 

§ �1�R�W�L�I�L�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���5�H�Y�����+�D�U�U�L�H�W�¶�V���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
§ Annual meeting will take place on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 3, 2019. 

Save the Date  
 

Our Annual Parish Meeting will 

be held on February 3, 2019  


